
Accent Music Academy Studio 
Policy 2017-2018 

Teaching Philosophy 
Musicianship is as individual as the musician and in 
order to develop each musician to his or her potential, 
the lessons must be, also. Accent Music Academy 
does not restrict students to a single method school 
for that reason. Accent Music Academy borrows 
material from or moves students to different methods 
as we believe the student can benefit. Technique and 
theory begin at day one, and sight reading and 
accompaniment skills follow in the student's early 
education.  Our overriding goal is to develop 
thoughtful, independent musicians that can continue 
to enjoy, study, and produce music throughout their 
lives.   
  
Studio Location 
The studio is located at 1154 SE Highfield Ave., 
Hillsboro, OR 97123.  The neighborhood can be a 
little bit tricky, so first time visitors might check a map. 
  
Investment 
The table below shows annual tuition charges, 
depending on the type and duration of the lesson, 
which includes most music and materials the student 
requires throughout the year.  Additional fees will be 
assessed for young organ students requiring 
PedXTend® pedal extension kits in order to reach the 
pedals.   

Tuition is due on the 10th of the month, beginning in 
August for students choosing the monthly payment 
option.  Students registering outside the normal 
academic cycle will be assessed a prorated music 
and materials fee due with the first month's tuition. 

Payment may be made by check payable to Accent 
Music Academy or via our PayPal online payment 
system.   

   

Lesson Dates and Times 
The Accent Music Academy lesson calendar begins 
the Monday following Labor Day and runs through the 
last week of July, annually, excluding several no-
lesson weeks.  This calendar provides approximately 
41-42 weeks of instruction each year.  No-lesson 
weeks generally occur as follows:  
• the week of Thanksgiving; 
• the last two weeks of December; 
• Hillsboro, Oregon School District’s Spring Break; 

and 
• the week of Independence Day. 

In the case of inclement weather, Accent Music 
Academy cancels in-person lessons if and only if the 
Hillsboro, Oregon School District closes schools.  We 
do, however, offer the option of holding lessons via 
Skype or FaceTime in these events. 

Each student is assigned a specific lesson time and 
day, often with multiple lessons scheduled one 
immediately following another.  Please be punctual in 
arriving for your student’s lesson as well as in picking 
them up after their lesson.   

Practice Expectations 
As a rough guideline, elementary students should 
practice 30 minutes per day, 5-6 days per week.  
Intermediate level students require 45 minutes of 
practice per day, 5-6 days per week.  Advanced 
students should practice at least 60, and in some 
cases substantially more, minutes per day, 5-6 days 
per week.   

Practicing in a place free from distractions at a 
regularly scheduled time generally works best. 
Parents may need to sit with young students to 
encourage good practice habits. 

Practicing for lessons means working diligently and 
carefully on all music, technical exercises, and theory 
activities assigned at each lesson. Practicing for 
lessons includes listening carefully and improving the 
qua l i t y o f t he mus ic on each repe t i t i on . 
Practicing means following instructions as outlined in 
the lesson assignment. Playing through each piece 
once or twice without listening or identifying problem 
spots is not practicing.  Playing music outside the 
lesson assignment, while never discouraged, is not 
practicing.   

While Accent Music Academy strives to assign a wide 
variety of musical styles and genres, we acknowledge 
that not all music suits all tastes. Part of learning 
professionalism in music is learning and performing 
pieces that are not our favorites. 
  
Grading 
Grades assigned to each week's lesson from 
Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor.  Students receiving a 

Lesson Format Annual 
Tuition

Monthly 
Payment

30 minutes, private $984 $82

45 minutes, private $1476 $123

60 minutes, private $1968 $164

60 minutes, partner (2 
students)

$1476 $123

60 minutes, group (4 
students)

$984 $82



Poor grade for three successive lessons, will be 
dismissed from the studio and all payments for future 
lessons forfeit.  Please practice diligently and come to 
lessons prepared.  
• Excellent.  All written assignments, such as score 

study, theory workbooks, and practice records 
complete.  Significant progress on all played 
assignments.   

• Good.  Progress on written assignments and 
progress on played assignments.   

• Fair.  Little progress on written assignments and 
little progress on played assignments.   

• Poor.  No progress on written or played 
assignments.   

Instrument Requirements 
Students studying the piano must have daily access 
to a piano with 88 keys and a weighted touch 
(electronic keyboards are insufficient) in good working 
condition with all the keys and pedals working 
correctly. Ideally, a piano should be serviced (tuned) 
at least once a year. Please maintain your piano. It 
will make a big difference in how much you and your 
student enjoy the piano. 

Students studying the organ must have access 
organs and pianos in at least one of the following 
options: 
• access to an organ with a tracker or electronic 

action 3+ days per week, plus daily access to a 
piano with 88 keys and a weighted touch; or 

• daily access to an organ with a tracker action. 

Required Materials 
Tuition covers most required materials including: 
• Lesson assignment notebook; 
• Method, theory and technique books; and 
• Supplemental sheet music. 

A few items, however, are students' responsibilities: 
• Metronome; 
• Writing/erasing utensils; and 
• Organ shoes (organ students only). 

We also recommend that parents provide a music bag 
with which young students can transport music safely 
to and from lessons. 
  

Make-up Lessons 
The Accent Music Academy annual calendar 
generally includes 41-42 lessons, while tuition billing 
is calculated based on a 40-lesson year, allowing for 
illness and occasional scheduling conflicts.  As a 
result, make up lessons are not available for missed 
lessons.  Skype or FaceTime lessons are available, if 
travel to a lesson is not feasible.  Additionally, 
students may select from available lesson slots on the 
studio calendar, should lesson times need to shift.  All 
lesson time changes must be made 24 hours in 
advance to allow adequate lesson preparation for 
both teacher and student. 

Discontinuing Lessons 
Accent Music Academy asks that you provide at least 
one month’s notice when discontinuing lessons. 

Communication 
Enrolled students and parents should access the  
Accent Mus ic Academy webs i te a t ht tp : / /
accentmusic.musicteachershelper.com/ frequently. 
There they can create a login for themselves and 
each of their students, allowing parents to view 
student progress, upcoming events, and fee and 
p a y m e n t i n f o r m a t i o n a s w e l l a s s t u d i o 
announcements and reminders. Similarly, students 
can enter practice logs and see information about 
upcoming events. 

Please talk to Annette.  She is keenly interested in 
her students' success and no one knows a child 
better than his or her parent. For instance, if you see 
something in your child's practice which you think 
would be helpful for Annette to understand, don't 
hesitate to discuss it with her.  Annette considers 
herself a team member with you in the education and 
promotion of music to your child. You may call (503) 
372-5824 or email accent.music.or@gmail.com, 
or contact her through the website.

http://accentmusic.musicteachershelper.com/
mailto:accent.music.or@gmail.com

